Warbirds at Gladstone
When some of the flyers asked if the Gladstone club could be included on the yearly SCAF
calendar, we decided to accept their invitation and travel to the central Queensland coast for the
week-end 17th and 18th August 2013.
With Rex and Bill Creed, we left the Sunshine Coast on Friday and after passing through numerous
road works, arrived at 6:00pm in Gladstone at the home (or should I say the airport hangar) of
Glen Josefski.
Now, I know all of us like planes (and some of us even have kits stored under the bed), but 117
aircraft. One would think this would be a bit much? But as I understand it, Glen has passed the
same ideas onto his sons Troy and Dwayne who also have a sizable collection of aircraft.
After a few hours of looking and being totally amazed at the volume of stored aircraft, bits and
pieces, we finally found our bed for the night.
On Saturday morning we packed our gear and headed for the flying field where we were greeted
by a group of modellers all eager for a good chat and a fly. They have a way of making you feel
important and one of their best friends.

The president Paul Dowley gave us a tour of the field and showed us the improvements their
members have made, which include a huge shed with horse stables to house the aircraft. The
airfield looks good, and I believe much of this work was completed by Noel who is aged 80. You
have done a great job Noel.
We had an enjoyable day’s flying which was followed at night with a BBQ and of course, a big
‘bonfire’.
If we had to leave for home at that time, the week-end would have been worth it, but there was
more to follow.
Because of Tony’s prayers to the weather gods, the whole week-end had good flying conditions.

Tony’s grandson Jack (who is only 4) flew his model in an impressive manner. Look out Chris
Callow (our world champ for the 5th time), Jack is right on your heels!
At 4:00pm we returned to Glen’s place thinking we would be leaving first thing the next day
(Monday) to travel home. Boy oh boy, how wrong can you be?
On Monday morning Troy, Dwayne, Jason, Ian and a few other blokes who names I can’t
remember arrived with some borrowed 4x4s to take us to the site of the crashed B24 Liberator
which is up in the mountains in a national park well away from the tourist trails.

This was a very moving moment for all of us as we read the signage of what had happened so
many years ago and how close they were to making it safely home that day.
The view from this site is very impressive also.
After arriving back in Gladstone at 6:00pm we loaded our vehicle and trailer, said goodbye and we
left for the Sunshine Coast. We arrived home at 1:00am the next day.
Our appreciation must go to the members of the Gladstone club who gave us a wonderful weekend. Thanks so much.
The following photos of some of the members with friends and their aircraft were taken by Bill
Creed.
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